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FARRANT, Arthur Edward              
 

Private, 254863  
1/2nd Battalion, London Regiment  
(Royal Fusiliers) 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Thursday, 5th September 1918 
Died of his wounds  
Cemetery: Bac-Du-Sud British Cemetery 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 20 years 
 
Arthur Edward Farrant was born in 
Haverhill on 26th April, 1898 at 33 Burton 
End and baptised on 30th July 1898.  He 
was the second child of nine children, the 
second son to parents Arthur Farrant and 
Harriet, nee Salter.  Arthur was living at 
33 Burton End in 1901 and at 58 
Crowland Road in 1911. 
 
Arthur’s parents were both employed as 
hair weavers and were married at St 
Mary’s Church on 23rd May, 1896. 
The family on his father’s side were living 
in the town in 1720 when Stanley’s 4x 
great grandfather married Elizabeth 
Sorrell in Haverhill on 13th January. 
 
Arthur’s brothers and sisters were 
Stanley, who also lost his life in the war, 
Albert, Nelly, Charles, John who died in 
January 1912, William, Ivy and Vera 
Joyce who died in July 1917.  Arthur’s 
great grandfather Timothy was living with 
the family when he was at the great age 
of ninety four years. 

 
When Arthur left school he was 
employed in the cord room at 
Gurteen’s factory.  He later worked 
at the Woolwich Arsenal before he 
joined up in March 1918. 
 
Serving with the 3rd Battalion 
London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers) 
Arthur  was posted to the front in 
France.  Whilst in action with them 
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he was severely wounded with a gunshot to his right side.  Arthur was moved to the 
46th Casualty Clearing Station which had been established near Bailleulval on the 2nd 
September. The Casualty Clearing Station was part of the casualty evacuation chain, 
further back from the front line than the Aid Posts and Field Ambulances. The job of 
these Stations was to treat a man sufficiently for his return to duty or, in most cases, 
to enable the seriously wounded to be evacuated to a Base Hospital. Arthur died 
from his wounds on 5th September 1918 before he could be moved to the Base 
Hospital. 
 
Arthur’s mother Harriet received notification by a post office telegraph on the 14th 
September informing that her son Arthur had died of his wounds. He had been in the 
war just six months.  She had already suffered a series of bereavements shortly 
before this loss.  Her husband had died January 1917, her daughter Vera in July that 
same year and her eldest son Stanley had died eleven months earlier in France. 

 
In a letter to his mother from the 46th casualty 
clearing station the matron said: 
 
Your son came to us on 2nd September he 
was severely wounded in the chest.  For a 
time he seemed to be doing well but he took a 
turn for the worst on the afternoon of the 5th 
and passed away at midnight.  He died very 
quietly and peacefully and I hope it might 
comfort you to know he was here with us and 
had every loving care and attention. We send 
you our very deepest sympathy. 
 
Arthur had a sweetheart who also received a 
letter much to the same effect. 
 
 
 

 
Arthur was buried in the Bac-
Du-Sud British Cemetery, 
Bailleulval, near to Arras and 
close to the Casualty Clearing 
Station where he died. 
 
A wreath was laid at the 
unveiling of the War Memorial 
inscribed: 

 
In ever loving remembrance 
of my dear sons, Stanley & 
Arthur Farrant 
From their loving Mother, 
Brothers & Sisters 
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Arthur Edward was awarded the Victory and British Medals and is remembered on 
the memorial at the West End Congregational Church, which he attended. 
 
 

 


